[image: image1.jpg]
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Summer morning with promise
Heart of the Pennines
Have a look at the Heart of the Pennines website www.heartofthepennines.org.uk to see how this partnership among the Upper Valley Walkers are Welcome towns is coming on! The Northern Rail Heart of the Pennines leaflet is being distributed by Northern all around their stations, and there are some lovely Heart of the Pennines postcard flyers (if anyone would like to take some out of the area…). 
One of the Heart of the Pennines projects being pursued at the moment is an expansion of TodWalker Gabriel Elliott’s idea for ‘Pop Out’ walks – local walks of under an hour.  There’ll be a template for people to use if they have Pop Out walks to offer – have a think!
The next Heart of the Pennines Steering Group meeting will be on Monday September 4th 2017 at 2pm in the Birchcliffe Centre, Hebden Bridge. Anyone is welcome to attend, particularly if you think you might like to join the Steering Group – it would be great to have more people!

South Pennine Walk and Ride Festival September 2017

This year there will be a ‘static’ event in Todmorden Information Centre on Saturday 16th September. From 10.00 until 4.00pm visitors will be able to come in, browse the local walking books and maps available, maybe trace the Todmorden Centenary Way on Google Earth AND talk to local walkers about the best places to ramble around our town. You can see that this will only be a resounding success if local walkers are there to be talked to – so please could you find an hour or so to spare on that day to be the Todmorden experts? All volunteers very gratefully received – please contact the TodWalkers secretary at penelope.marrington@sigmatwo.co.uk
See more events at http://www.walkandridefestival.co.uk/events.php
Walkers are Welcome Annual Gathering

This is a closed AGM and business meeting for Walkers are Welcome members (usually from the steering groups of member towns), hosted this year by the three Upper Valley Walkers are Welcome towns, and being held in Hebden Bridge. TodWalkers are hoping to arrange for the Walkers are Welcome Banner, which makes an appearance at every Annual Gathering, to also be shown in Todmorden Library in the week of October  9-15, so that the creators of our square can see their handiwork as part of the whole. 
Continuing Monitoring Project

Our fortune is in our footpaths! So we need to keep them open and in good condition. We can fix problems, but only if we know about them, so we would urge anyone who encounters a ‘footpaths and obstructions’ problem to let us or CROWS know (see below) so that we can raise it with the appropriate body. We have been re-walking the Todmorden Bus Walk routes recently. If you complete any of these walks and have anything to say about them, please email us at hello@todwalkers.org.uk
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CROWS say:

There are 4 ways to report a problem to CROWS:

· Call their new Path problem line on 0784 964 0784 and leave a message (why not put this number in your contact list?)

· Send a message through the CROWS Facebook page

· Email crows-coop@outlook.com (a photo of the problem would help)

· Leave a note at Mountain Wild, Hebden Bridge or White Ribbon in Mytholmroyd or at Todmorden Visitor centre

Please tell us about any problem, not just those related to flood damage.

Why not put the number in your contacts and please share this with your walking friends.

The Canal and River Trust are continuing to work on the Rochdale Canal between Littleborough and Sowerby Bridge. Incredible Edible Todmorden and the Todmorden Recovery Project have partnered with them to make some very welcome towpath improvements in the Key Sike Lane area
There are TodWalkers projects that we would still like some help with:
The Accommodation Project
Accommodation in general has increased in and around Todmorden, due mainly to AirBnB providers. We would like to create a register for our website of accommodation that is particularly welcoming to walkers. That might not be everywhere, so we would like to tap into your knowledge of the places to stay that you would recommend to fellow walkers. Email us at hello@todwalkers.org.uk
Photo-diaries of the TodWalker’s website Bus Walks. 
We think it would be good to have a detailed photo-diary for each of the six longer ‘bus walks’ which are published on the TodWalkers website. These are a useful and very attractive addition to the written directions and maps. If you’d like to document one of the walks, we’ll turn it into a slideshow on the website. Contact hello@todwalkers.org.uk
Reviving the Paulinus Way Project
The Paulinus Way was launched in August 2011 with a pilgrimage from Todmorden to York, but has since faded into the background. There seem to be only a few copies left of the lovely route maps, ‘In the Footsteps of Paulinus’ by Tina and Stuart Clayton, but routes can be checked and maybe amended, and it would seem a good opportunity to collaborate with any other WaW towns along the way. The main issue for walkers is that the Pilgrimage currently depends on very basic accommodation in churches, and it may be prudent to find alternatives. 
There is now an excellent organisation, http://britishpilgrimage.org to which we could link our efforts (and is well worth a look for its own sake – we did a great 3-day pilgrimage from Ham Street in Kent to Canterbury Cathedral via many holy (‘wholesome’) man-made and natural places). 

If you’re interested in working on this project, contact  hello@todwalkers.org.uk
Another thing……..

Why not walk around some Art?
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Visit Artists and Makers in their studios, galleries
and workshops in Todmorden, West Yorkshire

A Brochure with a map and details available from
local Visitor Information Centres and Libraries

li facebook.com/todmordenopenstudios
email: todmordenartists@gmx.co.uk

Todmorden Open Studios cannot accept liability for loss or injury to any
member of the public visiting any participating venues

With thanks to Arena Group Wakefield for kind donation of poster printing services info@arenagroup.net
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Visit Artists and Makers in their studios, galleries 

and workshops in Todmorden, West Yorkshire

A Brochure with a map and details available from 

local Visitor Information Centres and Libraries

8th, 9th, 10th September 2017

 11am - 5pm

With thanks to Arena Group Wakefield for kind donation of poster printing services  info@arenagroup.net 

Todmorden Open Studios cannot accept liability for loss or injury to any 

member of the public visiting any participating venues

facebook.com/todmordenopenstudios 

email: todmordenartists@gmx.co.uk 

 


Or, another thing – a stroll down Memory Lane…….?
Take a walk around ‘Geoff Love’s Todmorden’. A free guided tour, part of the Geoff Love Centenary Weekend, on Saturday 2nd September 2017. Meet at the Town Hall at 11.00am
Or, even another thing…..

If you have any guided walks you would like to offer to the Autumn/Winter Wildside programme, the programme deadline is in early August. Please contact julie.swift@calderdale.gov.uk for the details that are required.
Another another thing.........
Nicholas Franchini of Kava cafe (email: nfranchini@hotmail.co.uk.  And see the February 2017 newsletter) has a plan to create a new walker-friendly area of the café, outside at the back next to the canal towpath. He would very much like to hear from local walkers what they would particularly appreciate in terms of facilities – so walk right into Kava and let him know!
Yet another thing …….
Todmorden has become involved in an Erasmus + project, as a partner to the French town of Cusset and the Romanian town of Aiud. The project, culminating in a visit to Todmorden by French and Romanian young people in October 2017, is to be designed and managed by the young people themselves (between the ages of 13 and 25) from all three towns. Todmorden Town Councillors Diana Tremayne and Penny Marrington are holding a meeting for all those who might be interested in becoming the Todmorden group on Friday 21st July 2017 at 5.00pm in Todmorden Library. The name of this group (if equivalent to the French one) will be ‘Young Todmordians Citizens of the World’! Sounds great, and a good project for the Summer holidays……
And finally:
The TodWalkers AGM will be held on 16th September 2017. Further details and agenda to follow

Our website: www.todwalkers.org.uk
Our Facebook page: Todmorden Walkers are Welcome
